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NEXT MEETING AUGUST 9, 1975 


THE LAKE COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY WILL HOLD IT'S ANNUAL D 
MEETING AT HOMFELDS FARM 7 MILES EAST OF LOWELL ON ROUTE 
2 AT THE DUCK POND. 
THE POT LUCK PICNIC WILL BEGAN AT 12 NOON AND THE ANNUAL 
MEETING WILL FOLLOW WITH THE ELECTION OF OFFICERS BEING 
HELD. NOMINATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED FROM THE FLOOR, PLEASE 
COME OUT AND ENJOY THIS PICNIC OUTING, THE COUNTRY ATMOSPHERE, 
AND STIMULATING COMPANY. 

+ .& & & &@ FF F 
THM COVER STORY 


ON THE COVER OF THIS ISSUE IS A DRAWING OF THE 2nd LAKE COUNTY 
COURT HOUSE. THIS BUILDING WAS ERECTED IN 189 AT A COST OF 
$10,000 WITH THE ARCHITECT BEING GEORGE EARL. IT WAS 67! X 37! 
AND STOOD 27' HIGH AND HAD THREE ROOMS, A COURT ROOM, A JURY 
ROOM AND A SHERIFF'S OFFICE, THIS IS THE COURT HOUSE WHERE OUR 
PIONEERS AND OLD SETTLERS MET ON JULY 2h, 1875 TO FORM OUR 
SOCIETY. 
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Continued from Page 9 
Keep Jail For Posterity 


Or will we survey for the 
next 100 years an unin- 
spiringly designed, 


noticed little indeed by the 
local city dweller or cross 
country traveler? 


JOHN HEIDBREDER 
308 S. Main St. 
Crown Point 


Schererville, Ind 
june 26, 1°75 ® 


Dear Sirs: 

: “hile stoppins at McDonald's 

in Merrillville recently, my husband 

picked un a Lake County Historical Society 
brochure. He was most pleased and surprired 
to find my 'NEGLECTED COURTHOUSE' poem in 
iv. 

We are writing to vou in our 
desire to become members of the society. 
You will find a check enclosed for member- 
ship dues, 

We are very much interested in 
the preservation of our magnificent court- 
house, Continued success in your fine 
endeavors! 


Most Sincerely, 


Virginia Borman Grimmer 


Have we saved the old Lake Courthouse 
only to have it destroyed by our youth??? 

Recently at the request of the county 
commissioners, city and county police 
caught some youths inside the old Lake 
Courthouse, however commendable this is 
\o0 little too late. The insides of our land- 
mark symbol are a shambles. Some of it 
ihru neglect, most thru vandalism! 

The staggering figure of 500 million 
dollars per year in vandalism is done to our 
eu school system. Are we to stand by idle 

while yet another public building, the 
foundation of our heritage, the old Lake 
(‘ourthouse is destroyed brick by brick. 

A youth's rights come after respect and 
responsibilities. If a youth respects his 
parents, he will respect the law, he will 
respect others’ rights and others’ property. 

If a youth is responsible to himself, he will 
be self reliant and contribute to his com- 
munity, not destroy it. 

Our society has depended on the home for 
moral training, presupposing that each 
youth comes from a solid home maintained 
by parents who care, sad to say this is not 
always the case. 

The old Lake Courthouse is the physical 
symbol of our heritage, but the unseen 
heritage of every child is his birth into a 
good religious home where both parents 
provide discipline out of love. 

Thus the heritage of good parents, good 
leachers, honest public servants and 
dedicated religious people should be 
reflected in our youth! 

We have a courthouse if. . 


& Steven Yaros Jr. 


President, Lake County Historical 


. If this is true! 


Society 


Bicentennial Year 


1852 - 1975 
Lake County’s 
Central States Fair 


CROWN POINT, INDIANA 


AUGUST 16 - 23, 1975 


THER ist LAKE COUNTY FAIR 

e rs ake County Fair was held 
at the Court Hovse on Oct. 26,1652. 
69 entries were made and 30 remiims 
awarded, which amovnted to 46.00, 
The same president was reelected until 
the 9th Fair. Receipts for the lst 
Fair were $91.00, with expenses at 
®58.25. Certainly different than these 
days. By Mrs, Irene Homfeld 


THE 
LAKE COUNTY COURTHOUSE 


EMINENTLY WORTHY 
/f® OF PRESERVATION 


. Aaa 
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THE MIKE 


gh 
Editorial 


Heritage Profile — 
Michael Grimmer 


Michael Grimmer Sr. came to America 
from Alsace-Lorraine and made his way to 
Chicago in 1841. . . In 1849 he moved to Lake 
County, Indiana. 

His son Michael Grimmer was born in 
Ross Township on July 18, 1853. The senior 
Grimmer died when his son was only eight 
weeks old. 

His mother later married John P. Redar 
of St. John Township and the family moved 


Michael Grimmer was an early 
organist and chair director of St. 
Michael’s Church. 


there and this is where Michael grew into 
manhood. 

Michael Grimmer came and taught in 
Schererville in the late 1870's where he also 
served as organist and choir director in St. 
Michael's Church. 

In August of 1880 he married Helena 
Neuman of Schererville at St. Michael’s 
Church. She was the daughter of Joseph and 
Mary Neuman. 

He and his brother Peter F. Redar opened 
up a general store in Schererville about 1883 
which he ram for seventeen years. During 
this time Michael Grimmer served as Post 
Master and St. John Township Trustee. 

In November of 1896 he was elected Lake 
ounty Auditor and sold his general store. In 
1900 he was re-elected to a second term. 
After that he served as a State Represen- 
tative for two sessions in the State 
Legislature. 

Michael Grimmer died at Crown Point in 
1926, and Helena his wife died in 1934 and 
both are buried in St. Michael's Cemetery in 
Schererville. 

Mr. Grimmer was a self-educated, self- 
made man whose public record and per- 
sonal life showed him to be most loyal to his 
duties as a citizen of Lake County. 

The Grimmer Middle Schoo! in 
Schererville was named in his honor. 

By Steven Yaros Jr. 


Our Cathalie Heritage 


Our Catholic heritage goes way back to 
‘he tpme that Father Marquette passed thru 
this area in his birch-bark canoe and 
preached to the Indians. 

And trom the time that the first Catholic 
family was raised in the Calumet Region by 
Joseph Bailly. 

Our Catholic heritage stems from the time 
that John Hack built the first Catholic log 
cnepel on his farm in S:. John. 

And from when Nichols Scherer heiped 
estabtish a Catholic church on the hill in 
Schererville dedicated to Saint Michael the 
Archangel. 

So whether it « 2< 1°70s or 1820s or 1840s or 
the io7%s our Cz: -__. heritage spans some 
300 \ears in ifs ~orthwest corner called 
Indiana's last frontier. 


These and scores of others since them 
have built our Catholic heritage upon faith, 
strencth and imagination and have molded 
it into the Diocese of Gary. 

We should always be aware of the heritage 
that these men and women, our pioneers 
have left for us. the heritage of good 
parents, good teachers. honest public ser- 
vants and dedicated religious people. 

So as we lock forward to our nation’s 
bicentennial celebration we must look back- 
ward with an historical perspective to try to 
recapture some of our Eariy American 
spirit. our heritage of hard work, of respect, 
of honesty and of faith in our Catholic way of 
life. 

STEVEN YAROS JR. 
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Historical Society 


100 Years Old Today — 


NEWS HISTORICAL 

(Editor’s note: This 
article on the 100th 
birthday today ° 
(Thursday) of the 
founding of the Lake 
County Historical 
Society was submitted 
by the society’s current 
president, Steven J. 
Yaros Jr.) 


In the year 1875 a group of 
Lake County pioneers and old 
settlers met at the Lake 
County Courthouse on July 24 
and decided to form The Old 
Settlers Association of Lake 


GENEALOGY wenn eS 


Oct. 11, 1975 = South Cook County 


County and to hold yearly 
meetings to renew old 
acquaintances and to recount 
pioneer experiences. 

The first yearly meeting 
was held September 25, 1875 at 
the fairgrounds and after 
eating heartily of the sump- 
tuous dinner, which had been 
spread in Floral Hall, the 
meeting was called to order by 
W. A. Clark and prayer was 
offered by Rev. T. H. Ball. 
After a few opening remarks 
by the chairman, an old song, 
entitled “The Indian Cap- 
tive,"’ was sung by Dr. Wood. 

Reminiscences of old times 
were delivered by G. 
Hurlburt, R. Fancher, H. 
Wells. W. A. W. Holton, Amos 
Horner, J. H. Luther and 


6:: orthwest Tinta atmers, Two long letters were 
ealogy Society at Purdue in 

Westville. Mr. Willerd Heiss on 
general research. 


Genealogy and Historical Societ 

at the Holiday Inn in Harvey,Ill. 

Mr, Robert Tarte on New Eengland 
Genealogy Research. 


NOTE 


OUR IJUNIA BALL IS IN THE 
HOSPITAL «- PLEASE DROP HER 


A LINE. 


MS IJUNIA BALL 
AUGUSTANA HOSPITAL 

h11 West Dickens 
Chicago, Illinois 6061 


read, one from_ Solon 
Robinson, who had gone to 
Tennessee for his health, and 
the other from Joseph Jackson 
of Wapello, Iowa. 

It was decided that all who 
had come to the county prior 
to 1840, should be entitled to 
® the distinction of being 
pioneers, while those who had 
come after 1840, and previous 
to 25 years ago, should be 
known as old settlers. 

The objects of the 
Association are to renew old 
associations, to recover old 
events and to enjoy a few 
pleasant hours together. 
Meetings are to be held an- 
nually, subject to the call of 
the president. 

The first permanent officers 
were: W. A. Clark, president; 
Oscar Dinwiddie, secretary: 
Rev. T. H. Ball, historical 
secretary; J. H. Luther, 
treasurer. 

This fine association con- 
tinues unbroken today and is 
known as The Lake Countv 


Historical Society. 


Below are listed its past 
presidents: 1875-1881, 
Wellington A. Clark; 1881- 
1891, Bartlett Woods; 1891- 
1899, Wellington A. Clark; 
1899-1908. Oscar Dinwiddie; 
1908-1910, Sam B. Woods; 1910- 
1912, Mrs. J. S. Crawford; 
1912-1914, Lewis Little; 1914- 
1916, M. Elmer Dinwiddie; 
1916-1920, Oscar Dinwiddie; 
1920-1922, Mrs. LeGrand T. 
Meyer; 1922-1923, Col. 
LeGrand T. Meyer; 1923-1924, 
A. W. Stommel: 1924-1925, A. 
J. Smith; 1925-1926, Albert 
Foster; 1926-1927, J. O. 
Bowers; 1927-1928, S. C. 
Dwyer; 1928-1929, J. B. 
Peterson; 1929-1930, Jesse E. 
Wilson: 1930-1931, Claude 
Allman; 1931-1932, Arthur G. 
Taylor; 1932-1934, Matthew J. 
Brown; 1934-1936, Jesse 
Little: 1936-1940, Frank 
Borman; 1940-1941, Fred W. 
Schmal; 1941-1942, Herbert E. 
Graham. 


Also 1942-1943, Frank 
Borman: 1943-1944, Dr. 


William Weis; 1944-1945, Dr. 


H.C. Groman, 1945-1946, Fred 
W. Schmal; 1946-1947, Otto J. 
Dahl; 1947-1948, Earl J. 
Bailey; 1948-1949. Thomas K. 
Fisher; 1949-1950, Paul W. 
Knight; 1950-1951, Roy W. 
Hack; 1951-1953, Dr. John W. 
Iddings; 1953-1954, Andrew J. 
Krieter: 1954-1955, Alice 
Mundell Demmon, 1955-1957, 
Fred Homfeld; 1957-1959, 
Joseph E. Brown, 1959-1961, 
Chester A. Clark; 1961-1963, 
Miss Rena: Dahl, 1963-1966, 
Mrs. Thomas Haney; 1966- 
1967, Chester Crisler; 1967- 
1969, Walter Gard; 1969-1972, 
Miss Cerilla Saylor; 1972-1974, 
Miss Ijunia Ball; 1974-1975, 
Steven J. Yaros Jr. 


The 55th Regiment of Infantrp 
Illinois Bolunteers 


The SSth was organized at camp Douglas, Chicago, 
Illinois, and mistered on Octcber 31, 1861. They moved 
to Benton Barracks, Mo. in November 1861 and on to 
Paducah, Ky. in January 1862. From Paducah, they went 
on to take part in most of the major battles fought 
on the western front. The 55th was mustered out August 
14, 1865 after almost 4 years of service. The regiment 
lost during service 9 officers and 149 enlisted men whom 
were either killed or mortally wounded and 2 officers 
and 127 enlisted men stricken by disease. The total of 
286 losses was nearly 30% of the regiments strength. 


Today, the 55th has been officially reactivated 
by order of the Governor of the State of Illinois and 
is a chartered non-profit corporation. All officers 
in the SSth are commissioned by the Governor of the State 
of Illinois. 


The 5Sth offers its members the following areas of 
participation: 


1. Firing muzzle load rifles and pistols 
for pleasure and competition. 


2. Participation in official events, cere- 
monies, and parades. 


3. An association with men interested in 
the Civil War. 


In the near future the 55 th plans to: 


1. Farm a company of men from Northwest 
Indiana. This company will become 
the nucleus for a future reactivated 
Indiana regiment. 


2. Form a Fife and Drum Company. 
3. Affiliate with the North-South Skirmish 


Association to shoot black powder in 
competition on a national level. 


old a meeting on Wednesday, August 6, 


OOpm at Components, Inc., 100 Homerlee Ave., 


East Chicago, Indiana. Now is your chance to get all 


YOUR WELCOME 
* the 55th will h 
1975 at 8: 


Captain Harold Va7zi 
Grove Pl 
b. 


8341 Cottage 


WietLaopn as 
(219) WW-nVE 


of your questions answered about Civil War Units. 
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Button Winner Told 


Tom Schmitt, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Edward J. Schmitt, is the winner of the 
Bicentennial button design competition 
staged in Crown Point Community 
Schools, St. Mary’s and Trinity Lut- 
theran Schools. According to Mrs. Hope 
Becker, crafts committee chairman, his 
was chosen from about 100 entries. 

Tom’s two-inch round red, white and 


blue design centered with the Courthouse 
Spire, is lettered with “Bicentennial, 
Crown Point, Ind., U S A, 1776-1976.”’ 


The winning design to be adopted as 


C » Point’s official Bicentennial 
b will be available on com- 
memorative button pins, Mrs. Becker 
added. 


DRESSED IN RED, WHITE AND BLUE 
Both the fire plug and Polly yaros 
are dressed in red,white and blue 
as Schererville's Bicentennial 
Commission sponers dressing up the 
plugs for our 200th Birthday Party. 


compass photos by Robin Nelson 


Cedar Lake has been chosen as an official Bi-Centennial town by the United States 
Government's American Revolutionary Bi-Centennial Association. 


The Cedar Lake Bi-Centennial Commission has been formed and is hard at work 
making plans for the celebration of our Country's 200th BIRTHDAY. The Cedar Lake 
Bi-Centennial celebration officially starts March 1, 1975 and will run through 
all of 1976. 


Citizens of Cedar Lake are urged to participate either individually or by forming 
a group and getting involved in our Country's 200th BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 


We need your help, your ideas, and your participation!! Bring back Americanism 
B the Spirit of '76! Be proud of yourself, your town and your Country. 


Contact us at: THE CEDAR LAKE BI-CENTENNIAL COMMISSION 
P. O. Box 85, Cedar Lake, Indiana 46303 
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THE MINUTE MEN 


Our first American soliders were 
farmers who agreed to rise to arms 
in the defense of their land should 
we be attacked by British troops. 
In Massachusetts alone there were 
more than 20,000 Minute Men. Their 
resistance at the towns of Lexington 
and Concord marked the opening 
battles of the Revolutionary War. 


The Bank of Indiana is pleased to 
present this series in tribute to 
our Nation's 200th birthday. 


NATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
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St. Michael's Annual Festival : 


SCHERERVILLE, INDIANA 


Fri., Sat. & Sun. — August 8, 9 & 10 


Fish Fry — Friday Evening, 5 to 7 P. M. 
Corn Roast — Saturday Evening, 5 to ?? 


Chicken Dinner — Sunday 11 A. M. to 2 P. M. 
Family Style 


Games - Refreshments - Everybody Welcome 
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LAKE GOUNTY HISTORIGAL B0GLETY 


PO. Box 6/4 
Crown PoinT, INDianA 46307 
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Crown Point, Ind. 


